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LASSIFICATION SECREE

East Germany S ‘ REPCRT

Cottbus Airfield 50X1-HUM
W ALUATTION - PLACE OBTATNED 50X1-HUM
)f“"'E OF E‘\)NLmI’
SRIE UBTAYNES UATE PREPARED 20 Octsber 1953
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: ERCLOSURES (no. & type)
50X1-HUM
t

The follm»ri,ﬁg air acf:“,vity was observed at Cottbus girfield between 27
August and 11 Septenber 1953: .

27 August. Alrcraft, probebly Il-2s, repeatedly flew in formations of

. Tours over Cottbus. | 50X1-HUM

29 August. MiG-15 and U-MiG-158 were rep@g&mﬁ/ observed sleft. Ab
10:30 a.m., 2 large biplanes and 1 low-wing monoplane were parked inm
. fromwt of an open hengar, while the othere hmgars were closed. There was
mo activity at the field.

Luegtember RBeginming - at 6 a.m., local. fiights were made by ‘Latz«-l&; by
individual Ye.k-lls and a slov flying higb-vlng mInoplane .

2 Bepterber. During the morning, local flights and aerobatics vere made by -
Yak-10s .

{

3 Oeptember. There was no air ac‘biviiy. o aiveralt were parked in front
of the hangars. ’ .

4 Segtemben')?!ak—lSs practiced local flying and gerebétics up to about noos.

5 and 6 September. No afr activity was observed.

1 September. Suept-back jet fighters were observed over the town after 7 p.m.

8 Sevterber. 35ix. Yak-18s were counted at the take-of T péinte %hese aireraft

Onascmmta (S o o,
practiced local flyiug up Lo sbout noon. Evo aircraft each had whi
u rellow propeller bt |

50X1-HUM

’
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50X1-HUM

' A Segrtembere Yak-18s wére observed sloft, ineluding two aireraft flylng
in formetion. _ C

10 Septembery There were vain showers during the nozrning. Light air
. activity ves condvcted by Yak-1i8s.

11 September, Seven Yak-18s observed ai the teke-off poirt perforned
@evobetics, There were 5 Yak-18s with red propeller hubs and the whife |
Nos. 5 through 9, i Yak-18 with a blue propeller hub \ 50X1-HUM
with a yellow propeller hub| | Blmost  50X1-HUM
» during the firgt deys in September, MiG-15 &nd U--}1iG-158 50X1-HUM
were observed over the town. : . R

2, On 4 and 7 September, Yek-type elrcraft practiced. local fiying over the
field.  On the evening of 4 September, 5 trainers, esch with a group of
15 men who practiced getiing in end oud of the aircraft, vere observed in
"front of the hangars. Explanaiions and orders were given by a man standing
on each af the alrcraft,

N

'3, In early September, a VP senior lieutenant gtated thet Cottbus airfield
was being used only for flight treining of VP students.mo3t of whom were

very young, in addition to some older classes ani a sizesble mumber of »
officers. only old training aircrafi were 50X1-HUM
availakle at the field. : ’

50X1-HUM

4o

50X1-HUM

5, In early September, a VP sentry armed with = submachine gun vas posted in
‘front of the Hotel Ansorge in Cottbus and there was intensive traffic by
VP officers.’ For the first time on 6 September, a VFL cfficer wearing a
blue~gray cont was observed. The color resembled the former Germen Air -
Foree color. . ' '

6., The following air activity and aircraft were observed at the field between
4 and 25 September: ) ' :

4 _September., Between 11 acm. and 11:30 ao.m., there was locel flying by
; = - . . P ; a tleg. | \
Yak gucraf‘ﬁs inother aircraft practiced azerobatics. 50X1-HUM
8 September, 'Between 11330 a.m. and moon, six Yak aireraft with a vhite=
bordered red star on toth sides of the rudder aﬂsembly\ ‘

| <
RNear the arcralt vere o : 1

CRS 9
easch with a black-red=golaen rieg, severel trucks and sedamns, a fire truek,
and an amtulance, . b
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@;ﬁ_ At atout noon, trainers ‘ 50X1—HUMl
vere parked at the eastern end of the runway., 7The zireraft  50X1-HUM

with two=man crews took off individually, circled once over the [ield,
then touched the runway ond immed ately took off agein, &ifter three
local fiights were performed in this way, the airersft landed next to
the runvway. One aircrafit was observed aloft performing aerobeatics.
The wezther was sunny.

AN

14 end 16 Sepj:embei-s At 3 poloy no'?;lr activity was observed at the
field. The aircraft were parked in front of the hangars.

17 Septemter, An sircraft did serotatics at 3330 perie

18 September, Between 3¢30 poits @d 4 pole, there w&é cloudy weather
with intermittent rein showers. Individual take-offs and locel flights =
vere mede 2% intervals of 6 minutes. Aerotetics were also performed. v

‘ 50X1-HUM

22 September. Locel flying was practiced. Eetween noon and 12540 pomoy
Yak aircrafi were observed at the 50X1-HUM
east end of the runwey, . ) . ‘ :

23 September, Fetween 11 &.m, and 11330 a.m., eircraft individuslly took
off at intervals of 1 minute, subsequently &ssembled in elements of twos
and practiced flying for about 30 minutes duration. The weather was
sunny and celm. After 1 p.ms, & biplane repeatedly made flights over the .
. town. #ircraft| were observed in the course 50X1-HUM
| of the day. : '

24, Sehembera re was the same air activity as on the preceding day.
hircraft were identified. - 50X1-HUM

25 September, There wes the same sir activily as on the preceding days

by eircraft with yellow snd red propeller hubs. A%t about 2 pom., 9 Yak

aircraft,) |yere observed st the east end50X1-HUM
of the runwey.® ' : i :

.- BOX1-HUM

7. FPrior to 25 September, 12 aireraft cré‘oes were observed in thé mortheastern
corner of the field.
hY L

50X1-HUM

8, The f‘ollox;ring otservetions were made at the field between 8 and 28 Septembers

g September, Between 3230 po.ie and 4315 p.m., about 15 Yak-18s and a num-
bver of other aireraft with a two-man caebin and an in-line engine were ob-
served at the field. About 40 men were seen nesr the aircraft. UNo air
activity was okserved, ‘ :

\
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. 11 _Sepiember! Between nocon snd 1230 Polsy local flights were made by
Yak-18s, ‘ ’ :

1/ September, At about ncom, 11 aircraft vere bei g towed out of a
hangar, Later, take-offs were made,

18 SeEtemberq At sbout noon, {lying was practiced by the trainers sﬁ’c&;
tioned et the field. Two MG -15s landed et the ssme time and tock off
in the afternoon. ‘ '

21 ue;gtberg Locsl flying was contmually practiced by “treiners between -
3315 pom, and 3340 pomc
\

28 September, Local flights vere continuously pade b;y a biplane.

50X1-HUM

9, Between 5 pomn and 7 pom. on Iu., Septembers no air activity or aircraft
were observed at the field. At 12310 p.m. on 21 September, no flights
were made. At 12:20 p.m., a MiG-15 was observed at the fieid, The air-
craft took off, circled once ever the field and subsequently headed south.
A Russian redio transmisszon was heard from the billeting bLuildings.
Motor vehicles observed entering end lesving the field indluded sedans

50X1-HUM

1, Comment, Cotibus airfield is occupipd by the VPL headgquarters of the50X1-HUM
Ministry of the Interior, the headquarters of the 600th VFL Div, the 60lst
VPL Regt, and the 301st Supply Bn. During the reported period, 21 numbers
were observed on Yak-18s. Air activity observed indicates - that flight
" training is now practiced on Yak-18s and occasionally on 2 Po-2. It is
definitely believed thet the MiG-158, which were ocecadionslly observed sloft,
were flown only by Soviet instructors. It is sssumed that the aireraft
which were believed to be Il-2s or 11-10s were stationed cnly temporarily
at Cottbus airfield, These sircrafi possibly belong to'the ground sttack
! regiment which has been stationed in Finsterwalde since August 1953. The
slow high-wing monoplane prebatly is a Yakolé. which is used as lisison emd
courier aircraft. . |

2, Comment, The sizeable nmnber of ‘JPu,sedane confirm t;he presence of 50X1 HUM‘
a higher echelon headquariers, in thws czse the VPL hesdquarters of the

Ministry of the Interioz’o

3. Comment, Members of the VPL neaaouax’ters are quartered in the Hotel5ox1 -HUM
nsorge and the Hotel Zur Sonne ‘

sport, these
hotels had been requisitioned. ) 50X1 -HUM
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